
  

City of Farmington 

354 W. Main Street 

P.O. Box 150 

Farmington, AR  72730 

479-267-3865 

479-267-3805 (fax) 

 

AMENDED PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 

November 24, 2025 

A meeting of the Farmington Planning Commission will be held on 

Monday, November 24, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall 

354 W. Main Street, Farmington, Arkansas. 

 

1. Roll Call 
 

2. Approval of the minutes –October 27, 2025 
  

3. Comments from Citizens – the Planning Commission will hear brief comments at this time 

from citizens.  No action will be taken.  All comments will be limited to three minutes per 

person.  
 

                 1.     PUBLIC HEARINGS    
 

A.        Variance – Lot Size 

               Property owned by: Suzanne Lentz  

       Property Location: 1072 S. Foster Lane  

       Presented by: Suzanne Lentz 

 

B.    Large Scale Development – Grand Savings Bank 

       Property owned by: Grand Savings Bank 

       Property Location: 12245 W. Highway 62     

       Presented by: 4iE Engineering, Inc.  

 

 C.   The City of Farmington will hold a public hearing to hear ordinances related to Arkansas 

State Legislative changes.  Changes to existing Chapters 13.16, 9.12.07, 15.04, and 14.08, and new 

language for Additional Dwelling Units and Third-Party Plan Review and Inspections will be heard at 

this meeting.  



Planning Commission Meeting Minutes  

October 27, 2025, at 6 PM 

1.   ROLL CALL – The meeting was called to order by Chair Robert Mann.   A quorum was present.   

 

PRESENT ABSENT: Norm Toering, Chad Ball 

Robert Mann, Chair 

Gerry Harris, Vice Chair 

Howard Carter 

Ryan Crawford 

Matt Hutcherson  

Norm Toering 

Bobby Wilson 
 

 

City Employees Present: Melissa McCarville, City 

Business Manager; Jay Moore, City Attorney; Chris 

Brackett, City Engineer; Rick Bramall, Building 

Official, Bill Hellard, Fire Chief; LeAnn Tolleson, City 

Administrative Assistant. 

2.    Approval of Minutes: September 22, 2025, minutes were unanimously approved.   

 

3.    Comments from Citizens: None 

 

Public Hearings 

1A.  Future Land Use Plan  

 

Courtney McNair Urban Planner with Garver stated she has been working with the Planning Commission for a 

few months to get the Future Land Use Plan map updated to move forward with the commercial zoning category 

that we have been working on as well.  What we have are changes to the Future Land Use map and some additional 

categories we’ve added.  All the changes exist in the existing commercial corridor and definitions have been 

passed out multiple times.  At the last work session, we discussed the difference between Future Land Use and 

zoning. The Future Land Use is a guideline, a tool that the Planning Commission can use in the future when 

making zoning decisions, it is not a legal document.  

 

Chairman Robert Mann acknowledged that there had been areas of uncertainty and lack of clarity, but he 

commended Ms. McNair for effectively addressing and clarifying those issues. 

 

Comments from Citizens: NONE 

 

Vice Chair Gerry Harris asked Ms. McNair to look at the map she had and stated there was no explanation and 

asked if that was what was discussed at the work session.  Ms. McNair answered the map that Gerry had was an 

old map and not the correct one.   

 

Chairman, Robert Mann called for the Land Use Plan to be forwarded to the City Council as presented.  
Upon roll call vote, passed unanimously. 

 

City Business Manager Melissa McCarville stated this will be on November 10, 2025, City Council agenda.  This 

will be an adopted resolution; it’s not a law it’s a guideline for Planning Commissioners to use.  

 

City Attorney Jay Moore set a public hearing for November 24, 2025, for city attorney ordinances for legislative 

changes.  Ryan Crawford made a motion, Bobby Wilson seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously.  

 

Adjournment:   Having no further business, motion was made and seconded to adjourn; it was approved 

unanimously, and meeting was adjourned. 

  

 

_____________________________           _______________________________ 

Gerry Harris, Vice-Chair                        Robert Mann, Chair 























































































































 
ORDINANCE NO. 2025-08 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE THE CITY’S PLANNING AND 

ZONING REGULATIONS IN RESPONSE TO ACT 314 OF 2025; TO 

ELIMINATE REFERENCES TO EXTRATERRATORIAL 

JURISDICTION; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 
WHEREAS, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Farmington, Arkansas, 

that Act 314 of 2025 amened A.C.A. §14-56-413, referencing the City’s power outside of its 
corporate limits.   

WHEREAS, the City Council needs to update and remove obsolete references to 
extraterritorial jurisdiction within its code.   

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

FARMINGTON, ARKANSAS: 

Section 1: That Act 314 of 2025, enacted by the Arkansas General Assembly, repeals 

municipal authority to exercise zoning or planning jurisdiction outside 

municipal corporate limits.  Due to Act 314, all previous extraterritorial 

jurisdiction exercised by Farmington is now eliminated.   

 

Section 2: Any provision of the Farmington Municipal Code, Zoning Code, 

Subdivision Regulations, or any other ordinance that asserts or relies on 

extraterritorial planning, zoning, or subdivision jurisdiction outside the 

corporate limits are hereby repealed to the extent it conflicts with Act 314 

of 2025.     

                  REPLEALING CLAUSE.  All other ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict 
herewith are hereby repleaded.   

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. In the event any portion of this Ordinance is declared to 
be inoperative or invalid as a result of a statute or judicial decision, then only that portion 
expressly so declared to be inoperative or invalid shall be affected thereby and all other 
provisions hereof shall remain in full force and effect. 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: That the City Council of the City of Farmington, Arkansas 
further determines that this Ordinance is necessary to promote the health, safety, and welfare of 
the inhabitants of the City; therefore, an emergency is hereby declared to exist, and this 
Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval.   

 

 

 

 



PASSED AND APPROVED this 8th day of December 2025.  

       

    APPROVED: 

       
     

BY: __________________________ 

    Ernie Penn, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

BY: _____________________________ 

Kelly Penn, City Clerk 
 

 

 



 
ORDINANCE NO. 2025-09 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY OF FARMINGTON UNIFED 

DEVELOPMENT CODE BY ESTABLISHING ACCESSORY 

DWELLING UNIT REGULATIONS IN COMPLIANCE WITH ACT 313 

OF 2025; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 
WHEREAS, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Farmington, Arkansas, 

that Act 313 of 2025 amened Farmington’s Unified Development Code by establishing 
accessory dwelling unit (ADU) regulations.  

  
WHEREAS, the City Council needs to add to and update the City of Farmington 

Zoning and Development regulations to comply with Act 313 which requires all Arkansas 
municipalities to allow at least one ADU by right on any lot containing an existing or proposed 
single family dwelling.   

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

FARMINGTON, ARKANSAS: 

Section 1: One ADU is permitted by right on any lot containing an existing or proposed 

single family dwelling, subject only to the requirement of this Ordinance 

and applicable building codes.  The City shall not prohibit construction of 

an ADU that otherwise complies with this Ordinance and state law.   

 

Section 2: A maximum ADU shall not exceed: (1) 1,000 square feet or Seventy Five 

percent (75% of the floor area of the primary dwelling, whichever is less.   

 (2) ADU’s shall comply with standard accessory structure setbacks and 

height requirements of the zoning district.   

 

Section 3: The City shall not require additional off-street parking for an ADU beyond 

what is required for the primary dwelling, shall not require the ADU to 

replicate the exterior design, materials, or architectural style of the primary 

dwelling, or require owner occupancy of the primary dwelling. 

 

Section 4: The City may require an ADU to connect to public water and sewer pursuant 

to adopted utility regulations.  The City may require ADU’s to be served by 

separate utility meters for water and sewer.  The City shall not require an 

ADU to share utility lines with the primary dwelling.   

 

Section 5: Any administrative review or zoning compliance application related to an 

ADU shall not exceed $250.00, consistent with Act 313.  Standard building 

fees shall apply as established by the City.  All ADU applications shall be 

processed as administrative approvals, not discretionary reviews.  The City 

shall issue approval if the ADU meets the dimensional and regulatory 

requirements of this ordinance and state law.   



  

                  REPLEALING CLAUSE.  All other ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict 
herewith are hereby repleaded or amended to the extent of the conflict.   

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. In the event any portion of this Ordinance is declared to 
be inoperative or invalid as a result of a statute or judicial decision, then only that portion 
expressly so declared to be inoperative or invalid shall be affected thereby and all other 
provisions hereof shall remain in full force and effect. 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: That the City Council of the City of Farmington, Arkansas 
further determines that this Ordinance is necessary to promote the health, safety, and welfare of 
the inhabitants of the City; therefore, an emergency is hereby declared to exist, and this 
Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval.   

PASSED AND APPROVED this 8th day of December 2025.   

       

    APPROVED: 

       
     

BY:__________________________ 

    Ernie Penn, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

BY:_____________________________ 

Kelly Penn, City Clerk 
 

 

 

 



ORDINANCE NO. 2025-10 

AN ORDINANCE TO IMPLEMENT AND CODIFY ACT 591 OF 2025 
(ALLOWING THIRD-PARTY PLAN REVIEW AND INSPECTION) 
WITHIN THE CITY OF FARMINGTON; PROVIDING PROCEDURES, 
QUALIFICATIONS, AND REQUIREMENTS; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Farmington, that the 
Arkansas General Assembly enacted Act 591 of 2025, which authorizes cities to accept 
third-party (private professional) plan review and inspection for construction and 
development. 

WHEREAS, the City of Farmington desires to adopt procedures consistent with Act 591 
to ensure timely permitting, flexibility for applicants, and continued protection of public health, 
safety, and welfare. 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FARMINGTON, ARKANSAS: 

SECTION 1.  DEFINITIONS 

“Act 591” means Act 591 of the 2025 Arkansas General Assembly.  

“Applicant” means any person or entity applying for a building, development, or construction 
permit from the City of Farmington.   

“Building Official” means the City’s designated building official or staff responsible for plan 
review and inspection.   

“Private Professional Provider (PPP)” means any licensed architect, engineer, or other qualified 
professional authorized by Act 591 to perform plan review or inspections and who is not employed 
by the applicant or otherwise disqualified by conflict of interest.   

“Plan Review” means the review of construction documents for compliance with adopted building 
codes, ordinances, and applicable standards.   

“Inspection” means any site visit required to verify compliance with approved plans or code 
requirements.   

“Regulatory Requirements” means all applicable federal, state, and local building codes, 
ordinances, and construction standards enforced by the City. 

SECTION 2.  APPLICABILITY 

A. This Ordinance applies to all permits requiring plan review or inspection by the City.

B. The Applicant may elect to use a PPP for plan review or inspection as authorized under Act
591.



C.  Nothing in this Ordinance removes the City’s authority to issue or deny a Certificate of 
Occupancy or final approval. 

 
SECTION 3.  CITY REVIEW; APPLICANT OPTION TO USE PPP 

 
A.  If the City cannot complete a permit application within five (5) business days of 
reception, the City shall notify the Applicant whether the City can perform plan review 
within the timeframe required by Act 591. 

B.  If the City cannot meet required timeframes, the Applicant may retain a PPP for plan review. 
 

SECTION 4.  PRIVATE PROFESSIONAL PLAN REVIEW PROCEDURES 
 
A PPP performing plan review shall: 

1.  Conduct a review equivalent in scope to that performed by the City; 

2.  Verify compliance with all applicable Regulatory Requirements; 

3.  Submit a sworn affidavit stating: 
 
a.  The PPP holds appropriate licensure and required insurance; 

 
b.  The plans comply, to the best of the PPP’s knowledge, with all Regulatory Requirements; 

c.  The plans submitted to the City are consistent with plans reviewed by the PPP. 

B.  Upon receipt of the PPP’s affidavit and reviewed plans, the City shall, within ten (10)   
business days: 

1.  Accept the PPP review; or 
 
2.  Issue written comments identifying specific non-compliant items. 

 
3.  Failure by the City to respond within ten (10) business days shall constitute acceptance of 

the PPP plan review. 

 
SECTION 5. THIRD-PARTY INSPECTIONS 

 
A.  Applicants may utilize a PPP to perform any inspection authorized by Act 591. 

 
B.  The PPP shall provide written notice to the City of the date and time of any inspection. 

C.  The City shall have one (1) business day to object in writing and state the specific reason 
for the objection. 

D.  If the City does not object within one (1) business day, the inspection may proceed. 

E.  City inspectors may attend any third-party inspection. 



F.  Only the City may issue a Certificate of Occupancy. 
 

SECTION 6. QUALIFICATIONS OF PRIVATE PROFESSIONAL PROVIDERS 
 
A PPP must: 

 
1.  Hold all applicable Arkansas licenses for the discipline performing plan review or inspection; 

2.  Maintain professional liability insurance in an amount established by the City’s fee and 
insurance schedule; 

3.  Have no employment, ownership, or financial interest in the project that would constitute a 
conflict of interest; 

 
4.  Be independent of the Applicant except for a contractual service relationship. 

 
SECTION 7. FEES 

A. The City shall maintain a published schedule of administrative and oversight fees 
associated with third-party plan review and inspections. 

B. Fees shall be reasonably related to the costs incurred by the City in receiving, 
auditing, and approving PPP submissions. 

 
C. The Applicant is responsible for payment to the PPP for services performed. 

D. The City may establish procedures for reduced City fees when a PPP performs the plan review. 

 
SECTION 8. CITY AUTHORITY; STOP-WORK ORDERS 

 
A. Nothing in this Ordinance limits the City’s authority to: 

 
1.  Issue stop-work orders; 

2.  Require work to remain uncovered until inspected; 

3.  Enforce all applicable codes and ordinances. 

 
SECTION 9. REPORTING AND AUDIT 

 
A.  PPPs shall provide reports as required by the Building Official, including summaries of 
reviews, inspections, and deficiencies identified. 

B.  The City may audit any PPP plan review or inspection for compliance with this 
Ordinance and applicable law. 

 



REPLEALING CLAUSE.  All other ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith 
are hereby repleaded or amended to the extent of the conflict.   

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. In the event any portion of this Ordinance is declared to be 
inoperative or invalid as a result of a statute or judicial decision, then only that portion 
expressly so declared to be inoperative or invalid shall be affected thereby and all other 
provisions hereof shall remain in full force and effect. 

EMERGENCY CLAUSE: That the City Council of the City of Farmington, Arkansas further 
determines that this Ordinance is necessary to promote the health, safety, and welfare of the 
inhabitants of the City; therefore, an emergency is hereby declared to exist, and this Ordinance 
shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and approval.   

PASSED AND APPROVED this 8th day of December 2025.   

       

    APPROVED: 

       
     
BY:__________________________ 

    Ernie Penn, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
BY:_____________________________ 
Kelly Penn, City Clerk 
 


